‘The idea is: things can be a bit
more ‘us’ than ‘me’. This goes
for workplaces, laboratories,
catering facilities: you can see that
territoriality is shifting.’
Alexandra den Heijer
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Alexandra den Heijer has been researching
campuses for more than twenty years. The
campus has never been more popular as a
place of work, but there is a noticeable shift from
private to public space: campus and city are
increasingly merging. “That has its advantages,
but ‘balance’ is a key word here,” says Den
Heijer.
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visit the sidewalk cafes and so on,” Den Heijer sums up.
This is especially true at the weekend, when many campus
facilities are closed. Due to the enormous growth in student
numbers, it has become important to find a new balance.
“We have to figure out together how to maximise the joys
and minimise the burden. For example, we may not want
to house students in every part of the city. Students often
have a very different day and night rhythm than other
groups of residents.”
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sure that you each keep your own identity,” she says.

TU Delft is many times larger and we also receive a lot
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That’s an economic factor of significance.”

Students spend a lot of hours each day on campus, but
they do their shopping in the city, go to the movies there,

Read the full interview at www.tudelft.nl/pos2017

